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ALBANY COMMERCIAL WAVE POWER PLANT 

Statement by Member for Albany 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [5.58 pm]: I register the extreme disappointment of the people of my electorate 
about the government’s decision to allow a government-subsidised pilot commercial wave power plant to be 
removed from Albany to Perth. Mr Barnett obviously thinks it is better for his government’s political fortunes to 
throw millions of dollars at a project in Perth rather than in Albany. According to a press release put out by 
Minister Donna Faragher — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr P.B. WATSON: — and energy minister Peter Collier, the change in location was at the request of the wave 
power company, which had considered the lower risk option for the demonstration facility. Who is running this 
state? I would like to know what the risk is in putting a wave power plant in Albany and a desalination plant, 
which Albany really needs desperately. With our climate and coastline, Albany is ideal for a demonstration wave 
power plant and this decision means that Albany can kiss goodbye to our hopes of becoming the first-ever 
100 per cent renewable energy city in Australia. This decision is simply another example of Mr Barnett 
kowtowing to big business interests without any thought to what the people in the street want. We have seen 
Mr Barnett use all his energies to do the bidding of big monopoly retailers over trading hours, the opening up of 
uranium mining to benefit multinational corporations and foisting genetically modified crops on the public at the 
behest of the Monsanto corporation. I would like to see Mr Barnett expend some of his energy on doing what the 
people in the street want. 

The SPEAKER: Member, before you return to your seat and for everybody else in this place as well, there is 
protocol as to how you address members of Parliament. Member, I had thought on the first occasion you may 
have made a mistake when you did not refer to the Premier as the Premier, but as your speech continued you did 
not appropriately refer to the Premier in this place as you should have. Member, you should know that; I will not 
chastise you further. However, members in this place on both sides have a title in here and that is what I want to 
hear members referred to as.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 8.00 pm 
 


